IX
THE GREEK LANGUAGE IN THE
BYZANTINE PERIOD
THE political results of the conquests of Alexander the
Great could not but exercise a vast influence upon the
language of Greece. The congeries of dialects, local and
literary, which had hitherto constituted the Greek language,
was now called upon to produce from its own resources a
medium of intercourse fitted for the use of an immense area
of the world, in much of which other and quite alien lan-
guages had hitherto flourished. A certain simplification of
the inflexions was natural, and a loss of the peculiar delicacies
of Attic syntax was inevitable; the non-Greek world could
hardly wield the idiom of Plato and of the orators and poets
of the older Hellas. To this need the response of the Greek
was the formation of the Hellenistic koine, fj KOW}) SiaAe/cros,
the 'common language'. The very existence of such a
generally accepted form of the language, whatever local
differences it may have had within itself, was sooner or later
fatal to the old dialects: the basis of modern Greek is quite
naturally the koine.
To this clean sweep of the ancient dialects we have one
interesting exception: the dialect still spoken by the Tsako-
niansin the Peloponnese does undoubtedly, in spite of recent
objections to this view, retain among much that has come to
it from the surrounding districts large elements from some
ancient Laconian dialect.1 Beyond this the remains of the
ancient dialects are very scanty.2
1  There is a list of the Dorisms in Tsakonian in Hatzidakis's Einleitung in die
neugriechische Grammatik (Leipzig, 1892), pp. 8, 9.  The anti-Doric view is ex-
pounded by H. Pernot in Revue phonetique, vol. iv (1917), pp. 153-88.   This
opinion Pernot has revised in his Introduction d I'etude du dialecte tsakonien (Paris,
*934)> P- I02-  He now thinks that Tsakonian is based on a local koine with a
strongly Dorian tinge.
2  Hatzidakis, Einleitung, p. 165.  There is also a list of Dorisms in Hatzidakis's
MtKpa ovpftoXy (Comptes rendus deVAcad. d'Atktnes, vol. iii (1926), p. 214).  These
have been disputed by Pernot in Bibl. de rficole des Haute $ Etudes, vol. xcii, pp. 52-
66, where he again deals with Tsakonian.